
January 9, 1975 

Dr. Larry Schmiderman 
Department of C awmunity Medicine 
School ofMedicine 
Unhereity of California, Ssn Diego 
La Jolla, californir 92039 

Dear Larry, 

Thank you for your note of January 6th. yes, I was Sndeed interested 
to have your proposal on merdicine and hmen%tiea. In fact, for the last 
few weeks I have been wllecting a veriety of material on the 8omewhat 
comparable isaue of the repreeentntion of the ecientlet in literature. 
I do not think thicl isr a job that ha8 been well done and certainly would 
look forward to your own production. I have been aeeembl%ng eoam bibliography 
in this f1ed.d and when It ie fa a eoumwhat more orderly ehape than it ie 
‘10~~ I would be delighted at the opportunity to exchange it with you. 
I do not have any very sharply focuesed objective in all of thti au you do 
but I had wanted to we same fictioual material in a seminar that I wfll 
be expertiting tith pretty soon and which is explained in the encloeuren. 
S have aloo been doing mme -ial-historkal study on the orlglns of 
molecular biology and microbial geuetlccr and the mderlylag myths that both 
promoted and krhibited the convergence of theme diec$pllnee. They do have 
scme representation in literature and 80 I was also interested to try to 
pul&.$n that kind of evideme aa to the self-Image of theee scfencea, and of 
eciencr in general over varkme periods. Thie fe iarportant evidence of 
popular ~lythoe but, of course, ha8 to be taken veryr very cautiously since 
the writer of the novel ia do%ng far xmra than exhlbi.tIng a eoclal sofence 
exper%nmt. 

If we do have a chance to get together before you otart your sabbatical, 
I would be delishred to diecws our various projects. I certainly do agree 
with your statement that “I have found no eolid work dealing with medklae 
and literature along the themea which I have propomed and frcPa the perspective...“. 
Lois DeBakey ham, of course, been publtehfng various part8 of her Ph.D. thesie, 
but if nothing elm, her emphasis cm the 19’s century separates her arana. ..- - 

I MS eepecially grateful for tha references to the Ph.D. thesee 
by piorrie and by Bufitle that appeared in your own emlected bibliography. 
I thought my aaeietant had gone over the un&versiity raicrofflma iadex but 
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these two titles apparently hed slipped through. 

There are two other works that I would definitely tmmmend to yout 
(1) Irving Feinmen “Dr.A&Wmr’* which doeo ray something about poat 
Arrowem%th's Ages of medical reeearch end (2) John Adem “Symphony of 
6 Mfllion“ (1932) - the ecript of a movie for which Fanny Hurst did the 
scenario end which I heppened to rem11 rather vivldly myeelf. This is not 
what you would call greet literature although there are a few poignant 
d~ene8 in the early part of it. But it does portray a particular eetting 
that1 suspect you will recoaapiee. 

I had a lot of aAlly trouble finding 8 point of entry for collecting 
bibliography ou th$s general t-6. It took ma 8 disgracefully long time 
to real&se that Index Nadicus fa fact had 8 major subject heeding on %edicine 
in LiteratureR! And I swpect that the Hetion8l Librarry of Medicins might 
be able to dig out even more material. If you do get 8 bibliography from 
them, I would appreciate gettiag a copy ee well. For the rest I have found 
thet lookipg through the Book rev&w, digest indexes end 8 couple of other 
fiction indexes have gfven considerable listrr of tftles to amwer one of my 
own queotiona in one of may queries. 

I have run Into one other perem that you might want to know about 88 
shariag this intereet end that ie Bill Cfbeon who is Profeeeor of the History 
of Medicine et the Msdledl School at %kncauver. R6 is 8ho the constd ting 
editor for the publication t4.D. which deepits being oue of those “throwaw8ye” 
does occaeionally have some rather intere&ing articles. 

Anyhow, if you 8x-e up this way, let'e talk about it 801116 more end in any 
cane X hope you do get mm eatiefactim from your application. 

Sincerely yourr, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Profemor of Cenetlce 

JLIrr 
Enclosures 


